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Module 2: CIRCULAR ECONOMY IN AGRIBYSINESS SECTOR


	Module Description

	

	Agriculture is highly depended on natural resources such as water, land, minerals and energy. The overexploitation of the unrenewable natural resources is threatening the well-being of future generations. Therefore, it is imperative to maximize the efficiency of resource use by reducing waste generation and promoting the reuse and recycle of materials. 

Circular economy principles offer a holistic and sustainable approach to achieve the aforementioned. This module is designed to learn how to shift from the traditional linear agricultural system to a circular system by closing the loops in each stage. The potential to address the negative environmental implications, preserve natural resources, safeguard farmers’ economic prosperity and contribute to the creation of an equitable food system are described. The main agricultural practices that can be used are also explained.  


	Learning Outcomes

	

	· Learn the main principles governing circular economy; 
· Identify the differences between linear and circular production systems;
· Understand the benefits derived from the application of circular agribusiness;
· Gain knowledge on various circular practices and learn how to plan and implement them;
· Redefine the way of thinking and learn how to envision circular practices and develop a circular farming business.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Literature 

	
Circular Economy and Agribusiness Development: https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2020-09/Circular_economy_in_AGR.pdf 


	A Smart Farming System for Circular Agriculture: https://www.mdpi.com/2673-4591/9/1/10 


	Agriculture and food security in climate sensitive areas in the Mediterranean: https://www.iemed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Agriculture-and-Food-Security-in-Climate-Sensitive-Areas-in-the-Mediterranean.pdf 



	Videos

	Agro-food & Circular Economy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzR_ArBQXi0 

	From tomato stem to carton box: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4fMDQlFDjs 

	Economad: Turning farm waste into biogas and fertilizer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d72K235XvGs 

	Closed Loop Urban Agriculture: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFi9OtO-Rdg 
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